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Interpreting the Public Display of Serials Holdings 
Information  

 

When a patron searches for a print serial title in the HOLLIS Catalog, they can consult two places 
for holdings information: Holdings and Availability. 

Availability 
The Availability display comes from the item record.  It displays each item associated with the 
title including the barcode number and circulation status of the piece. 
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Figure 1: Availability screen 

This is a display of the library’s physical holdings, item by item. 

Holdings  
The Holdings display comes from the Aleph cataloging holdings record, and, if the title is 
currently received by the library, from the Serial Tab.  This display represents the logical 
holdings of this title. 
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Figure 2: Holdings Display in the Public Catalog 

Here is the corresponding Aleph Holdings Record from the Cataloging Module: 
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Figure 3: Aleph cataloging Holdings Record 

The fields that correspond to the public display of holdings from this HOL record is detailed 
below: 

Figure 4: Public display of holdings 

 Location: Field 852 
 Acquisitions Data: 008 field, Receipt or Acquisitions Status byte 06 coded "4" for Currently 

received 
 Holdings: 853/863 paired field data.  The 853 field contains the captions (v., no., etc.), and 

the 863 field contains the actual data (1-14). The 863/863 can display bound volume as well 
as issues; gaps in holdings can also be indicated in this display.  In the public display of 
holdings the captions and the data are combined to show the display found under Holdings 

 Supplements: 854/864 paired field data.  A supplement is a work published in addition to the 
main work, which is expressed in the 853/863 data.  The 854/864 fields display in the public 
catalog for supplements in the same way that the 853/863 data displays for issues/bound 
volumes. 
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 Index: 855/865 fields.  The index shown here is for an indexed published with this title.  The 
855/865 fields display in the public catalog for indices in the same way that the 853/863 
fields display for issues/bound volumes. 

 Receipt Receipts: Public display of the RLN field in the Holdings record, a proprietary field 
that display receipt information from the library system used by Harvard prior to Aleph 
implementation.  Using this example, when all issues of volume 15 are received, volume 15 
will be added to the 863 field, and the RLN field will be deleted. 

In addition to the fields from the holdings record, this display also contains three other fields: 

 Current Receipts 
 Current Suppl. 
 Current Index 

The data from these fields come from receipts that have been checked-in in the Aleph Serial Tab.  
Current issues are checked-in in the Serials Tab and then linked to the holdings record so that 
they display as "current".  In this way, the patron can see both bound/legacy holdings data as well 
as current receipts all in one summarized holdings display in the public catalog. 

Where the "Current" Receipts, Suppl. and Indexes come from in the Serials Module: 

Figure 5: Current Receipts Recorded in the Serial Tab 

 The issues for v.30:no.1 and v.30:no.2 are displaying in the holdings records as "Current 
Receipts" 

 The supplement for v.30 (2004) is displaying in the holdings record as "Current Suppl." 
 The Subject index for v.30 (2004) is displaying in the holdings record as "Current Index" 

 

When staff checks in a new issue, supplement or index, the receipt will be linked to the 
appropriate 853 field (for a regular issue), 854 field (for a supplement) or 855 field (for an index).  
If staff is predicting the arrival of issues, the system will create this linkage at the same time as it 
creates the list of expected issues.  If staff is checking in the issue without prediction, then the 
staff member must manually link the first item he/she is checking in to the appropriate field in the 
holdings record.  Subsequent items are then duplicated will have this linkage intact.  Instructions 
for creating the initial manual link from the item to the holdings are provided in the SERM: 
Introduction to the Serials Module class. 
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