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Targeting an Aleph Bibliographic Record from OCLC 

 

The targeting function in Aleph retains or overlays fields in the targeted record depending on 

which record is determined to be the preferred record. Aleph determines the preferred record by 

comparing the Encoding Level of the targeted record and the utility record. The record with the 

highest level of cataloging as specified below, is selected as the preferred record. If the targeted 

record and the utility record have the same Encoding Level, the utility record is preferred. For 

more information on the Encoding Level values see Instructions for Use of Encoding Level. 

 

Encoding Level preference 
 (blank) 

1 

4 

I 

7  

z 

8 

K 

L 

2 

M 

u 

3 

5 

All other values not specified above 
 

If the targeted record is preferred, all fields in the Aleph record are retained. If the targeted 

record is not preferred, non-protected fields in the Aleph record are overlaid by the utility record. 

The following protected fields in Aleph bibliographic records are not overlaid: 
 

001 

CAT 

HXX 

STA1 

69X with lowercase sublibrary code in $5 

7XX with lowercase sublibrary code in $5 

8XX with lowercase sublibrary code in $5  

 

Note that the field will not be protected unless the sublibrary code in $5 is lowercase. 

 

This is an extremely powerful function, so please exercise caution. A targeted overlay cannot 

be undone. 

 Only target a record in the same format. 

 Pay attention to encoding levels when targeting. 

 You may wish to make a print-out of the Aleph record being targeted. 

http://hul.harvard.edu/ois/systems/aleph/docs/encoding_levels.pdf
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Targeting from a utility is accomplished by adding an 035 field to the utility record. Copy 

the contents of the 001 field in Aleph and paste it to the 035 field in the utility record in order to 

ensure accuracy during targeting. This 035 must come before any other 035 fields in the record. 

 

If the 035 field is not added in correct format, the target will fail, and the utility record will be 

added as a new, separate record to HVD01. The correct format for the 035 field is as follows: 

 

035 __ a (hol)[Form of Aleph system number that appears in 001 field, including  check digit] 

 

Use the F5 function key to export after adding the 035. 

 

 
 

Institution Records cannot be used to target an Aleph record. All Connexion 2.0 users may 

export Institution Records to Aleph, but OCLC does not permit editing of Institution Records 

except by members of that institution. Since Institution Records created by other institutions 

cannot be edited, they cannot be used to target an Aleph record. Catalogers may copy fields from 

Institution Records into the Master Record and then use the instructions above to target the 

Master Record in Aleph.  

If the language of cataloging is not English as indicated by a value in 040 $$b other than "eng", 

the 035 and 040 tags are automatically deleted when the record is exported to Aleph. In addition 

the encoding level is changed to 5. This is done so that Harvard holdings symbols are not set on 

the foreign language master record in WorldCat. 


