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Connexion Import from Aleph 

OCLC’s Connexion software has a Z39.50 client component that can be configured to retrieve 
bibliographic records from Aleph. The ability to upload records from HVD01 to WorldCat 
offers additional workflow options for original cataloging.   
 
Catalogers that work in Connexion may use Z39.50 to import Aleph acquisition records as the 
basis of their original record.  For those who catalog in Aleph, the full  bibliographic record 
can be created in HVD01 and then imported to Connexion as the last step.  
 
At import, the Aleph record displays in Connexion as a workform with the word NEW 
displayed in the upper left corner. Select Edit > Derive > Derive New Master Record 
(Ctrl+Alt+C) to add the record to WorldCat.   
 
Other than copying and pasting fields individually, it is not possible to import an Aleph record 
and have it replace or merge with an existing WorldCat record.  
 
Other information of note is outlined below. 

• Connexion retrieves Aleph records by system number only 

• Connexion retrieves one Aleph record at a time  

• During import the Aleph record is converted from UTF8 to MARC8. Characters and 
symbols that do not have a MARC8 equivalent will not be converted correctly and 
may require adjustment before the record is added to WorldCat. 

• Update Holdings (F8) and the OCLC batch load. 

When a Harvard Cataloger selects Update holdings (F8) in Connexion, that WorldCat 
record is included in a file and sent to OIS to be batch loaded into HVD01. If the 
WorldCat record is also exported to Aleph (using F5), then a duplicate may result 
when the file is batch loaded. To prevent Updated records from loading as duplicates, 
follow the procedure described in How to use 049 subfield $o in OCLC records.  

Libraries may also request (via the Aleph Support Center) that all records for their 
institution be excluded from the batch file.  

Connexion Z39.50 access to HVD01 is restricted by Aleph username and password. Before 
implementing the functionality, a new Aleph login must be requested by an Aleph Liaison. 
One login will be created for each Technical Services unit. Within each unit, the login may be 
used as needed by catalogers creating original or enhanced records in WorldCat. Instructions 
on configuring Z39.50 in Connexion are available from IT Liaisons. 
 
There are no OCLC charges associated with this functionality, and OCLC does not track 
records imported using Z39.50 in their usage statistics.  

http://hul.harvard.edu/ois/systems/aleph/docs/cat-using049subo.doc
http://hul.harvard.edu/ois/support/support-aleph.html
http://hul.harvard.edu/ois/systems/aleph/liaisons.html
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Importing Records from Aleph 

1. In Connexion, select Tools > Z39.50 > Connect. 

2. Select Tools > Z39.50 > Search. 

3. Under Record ID Number, enter the Aleph system number without check-digit. Select 
Find.  

 

4. The Aleph record will display in Connexion as a new workform. Fields that are not valid 
in WorldCat (H01, H03, H48, etc.) will not be included in the imported record.  
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