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Authority Processing in Aleph 
 

Background 
 
In the early 1990s, Harvard began sending bibliographic records to OCLC for automated 
authority control. OCLC processing produced field-level transactions to correct headings in 
Harvard bibliographic records and delivered authority records that matched a heading used in the 
HOLLIS Catalog.  Authority records were delivered only if they contained "interesting" fields, 
e.g. cross references.  
 
In June 2002, the last batch of records from HOLLIS/HULPR was sent for automated authority 
processing. The first batch of bibliographic records from the Aleph system was sent for MARS 
Authority Processing (now operated by Backstage Library Works) in May 2004. Processing the 
backlog of new and updated bibliographic records was completed in January 2005.  
 
Extracting Bibliographic Records for MARS Processing  
As of January 2005, new and updated bibliographic records are pulled from Aleph at the 
beginning of each month and sent to Backstage for MARS Authority Processing. Bibliographic 
records are selected for inclusion in the monthly file based on these criteria: 
  
• In the holdings record, field H08 contains $ac (i.e., cataloged), and $b contains a date within 

the range to be selected.  
OR 

• In the bibliographic record, field H06 contains $aN2 (i.e., the flag for MARS Authority 
Processing), and $b contains a date within the range to be selected.  

 
For more information on the use of H08 and H06, see Local Harvard Fields in Aleph, and Use of 
H08 and H06 fields.  

 
Bibliographic Fields Processed 
The following bibliographic heading fields are candidates for OCLC MARS Authority 
Processing: 
X00 Personal Name Headings (100, 600, 700, 800) 
X10 Corporate Name Headings (110, 610, 710, 810) 
X11 Conference Name Headings (111, 611, 711, 811) 
X30 Uniform Title Headings (130, 630, 730, 830) 
240 Uniform Title/Filing Title 
650 Topical subjects (LCSH and MeSH); 650, second indicator = 4 may be changed to LCSH 

form 
651 Geographic subject (LCSH and MeSH); 651, second indicator = 4 may be changed to 

LCSH form 
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Series (custom processing for Harvard): 400, 410, and 411 are not processed. Preference is given 
formulation 8XX with 490, first indicator set to 1.  440 left as is unless a 130 form exists in 
National Authority file, in which case 830 with 490, first indicator set to 1 will be supplied. 
LC/PCC series tracing decision ignored (e.g., Harvard may trace series that LC/PCC do not). 
 
Loading MARS processed records to Aleph 
After processing the bibliographic records, Backstage returns field-level transaction records, 
authority records and a set of error reports.  Transaction records—which update headings on the 
bibliographic records that were sent for processing—are applied in HVD01.  New and updated 
authority records are applied in HVD10 and HVD12.  
 
At this time, bibliographic headings requiring retrospective correction are handled manually. 
Aleph tools for automating correction of bibliographic headings are currently being analyzed and 
tested.  
 
 
 


